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SANTA BARBARA, Calif. - The owners of the other contestants in this year's 
World's Ugliest Dog Contest may have thought their pooches had a chance — until 
they saw Sam. 
 
The 14-year-old pedigreed Chinese crested recently won the Sonoma-Marin Fair 
contest for the third consecutive time, and it's no surprise. The tiny dog has no hair, 
if you don't count the yellowish-white tuft erupting from his head. His wrinkled 
brown skin is covered with splotches, a line of warts marches down his snout, his 
blind eyes are an alien, milky white and a fleshy flap of skin hangs from his with-
ered neck. And then there's the Austin Powers teeth that jut at odd angles from his 
mouth. He's so ugly even the judges recoiled when he was placed on the judging 
table, said his proud owner, Susie Lockheed, of Santa Barbara. 
 
"People are always horrified when I kiss him. He may turn into a prince yet. He's 
definitely a toad," she said. "I always thought he'd be great on greeting cards or on a 
commercial for Rogaine." 
 
Sam, who's pushing 15, has something of a cult following after winning the con-
test — and fans' hearts — for three years running. Last year, huge crowds gathered 

around Sam and Lockheed at a local parade and Lockheed said she received letters and calls about her pup for weeks. 
 
"So many people have told me they've got his picture on their refrigerator. He certainly has a little cult following," she said. "I 
did years of professional musical theater and never achieved the fame Sam has." 
 
Sam will appear in this weekend's Fourth of July parade in Santa Barbara, but the recent events may be the cap on a long, ugly 
career. Lockheed says Sam's now suffering from congestive heart failure, lung and kidney problems and has definitely slowed 
down in his twilight years. 
 
Still, he enjoys regular gourmet meals of sirloin steak, cheese balls, roasted chicken and flan (so he'll swallow his multiple pills). 
He also passes occasional weekends at the Gaviota ranch of Lockheed's boyfriend, where the World's Ugliest Dog rides in the 
back of an ATV with his few remaining hairs wafting in the wind. 
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I f you can start the day without caffeine,  
 

I f you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,  
 

I f you can resist complaining and boring people with your  troubles,  
 

I f you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it,  
 

I f you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you any time,  
 

I f you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 
 

I f you can ignore a person's limited education and never correct him, 
 

I f you can resist treating a rich person better than a poor friend,  
 

I f you can conquer tension without medical help,  
 

I f you can relax without liquor, 
 

I f you can sleep without the aid of drugs . . . . 
 

THEN YOU ARE PROBABLY THE FAMILY DOG 
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Kids, for your birthday, why not have a "pet" party? Just ask your friends to 
bring pet supplies instead of presents. Then give the pet supplies to the animal 
shelter. Here's how to have your own pet party:  
 
1. Ask an adult to help you call the shelter (the number is 502-839-6410). 

Ask to speak with the Donna. Explain that you want to collect pet supplies 
to donate. Ask lots of questions, like: What types of pet supplies do they 
need? When can you drop off the supplies? Most shelters need things like 
leashes, cat food, dog food, and old towels and blankets for beds.  

2. Plan your party! How many friends will you invite? What games will you 
play? Try making a pet theme with animal games and animal food. Check 
out the internet to find games, food, and fun things to do 

3. Invite guests. Don't forget to explain what a "pet party" is and suggest pet 
supplies to bring.  

 
It's party time—have fun! Collect the pet supplies and take them to the animal shelter. Add a note that lists the 
friends who helped you.  Celebrate! Thank everyone who helped you. Then keep helping. Animal shelters often 
need volunteers to feed, play with, and walk animals. Find out if you can volunteer. Remember that if you are 
under 16 years old, you will need an adult to go with you. 
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What is a “ Poker Run” ? The concept of a poker run is simple.  Motorcycle riders pay an entry fee to ride in 
the event (which goes to a local charity-in this case, it will be the Humane Society). They all start off 
together at a planned starting point, and are given a route to follow. There are usually four or five stops 
along the route where each rider stops and collects one playing 
card. A t the end of the ride, whoever has the best poker hand 
wins the grand prize. Usually local businesses or motorcycle 
shops donate this prize, and also prizes for second and third 
place. This is great for us because it doesn’t cost us anything 
and we get all the profits! The only thing we have to do is have 
two people set up at each stop to hand out cards to the riders, 
and maybe hand out refreshments.  As soon as all the riders 
have left for the next stop, you can pack up and come on over 
to the Luau! I f  you would be wi l l ing to give an hour or so of  
your time to help us make this a success, please contact 
Donna at ahs_40342@yahoo.com or you can cal l  her at (502) 
839-4623. 


