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Season's eatings shouldn't include holiday greenery such as holly, mistletoe, lilies and amaryllis. While commonly used to 
deck the halls, they can make your pet sick if ingested.  

Look before you light. Lit candles produce fumes that can be harmful to birds if inhaled. And don't forget, your pet's wagging 
tail can easily knock over a burning candle. Liquid potpourri is also dangerous to pets, who could ingest it from decorative 
bowls and simmering pots.  

Oh, Christmas tree! Their branches definitely delight pets, who've been known to chew on them--and whatever decorations 
may be hanging from them. Place small, breakable ornaments high up, and keep tinsel and garland out of your pet's reach, as 
these can get caught in his throat. And make sure that pine needles, which can be toxic, don't get eaten.  

Keep batteries--loose and in packages--away from pets. They contain corrosives that can cause ulceration in your animal 
companion's mouth, tongue and gastrointestinal tract if bitten or swallowed.  

Shy animals can get stressed with the hustle and bustle of holiday guests, so make sure there's a quiet room to which your 
pets can retreat.  

Don't allow your pet access to holiday spreads, especially if you've got a chow hound. Alcoholic beverages, chocolate, coffee, 
onions, fatty foods, yeast dough and macadamia nuts can all cause serious and even fatal problems. 

Don't feed your pets bones, especially poultry bones. Poultry bones splinter easily - each year thousands of pets are treated for 
consumption of splintered bones, causing pain and sometimes death. 

Supervise all candles. Pets are attracted to light in a dark room. Not only could they receive serious burns, but they can knock 
burning candles over spilling hot wax over carpet and furniture.  

Don't leave burning candles unattended for your pet's sake, and for the obvious fire hazards. 

Aluminum foil that has been wrapped around meat and disposable baking pans might be attractive to a pet, but do not let your 
companion near these -- ingestion of aluminum foil may cause vomiting, intestinal blockage or even more serious problems. 
Also be careful of aluminum foil wrapped candy. 

Christmas trees should stand in a flat, wide base. You might also want to anchor the tree with fishing line tied to drapery rods, 
a ceiling or wall hook. Cats often see trees as fabulous climbing posts. If your kitty shows a penchant for this activity, deco-
rate with animal-safe items such as dried flowers, pine cones or fabric and wood ornaments. You also might want to consider 
putting the tree in a room with doors that close. 

When a dog's internal temperature drops below 96 degrees F (by being exposed to cold weather for long periods, or getting 
both wet and cold), there is a serious risk to the dog's safety. Small and short-haired dogs should wear sweaters when taken 
for walks during cold winter weather. Any sign that a dog is very cold -- such as shivering -- should signal the owner to bring 
the dog indoors immediately.  

And safety-minded parents who don't want Santa to slip on the ice may cause minor irritation for pets if they scatter rock salt, 
made of calcium chloride. Rock salt can cause irritation of animals' paws, or if they eat the salt, in their mouths and stomachs.  
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Anderson Humane Society 
1410 Versailles Road 

Lawrenceburg, KY 40342 
 

Phone (502) 839-6410 
E-Mail: ahs_40342@yahoo.com 

web: www.andersonky.petfinder.com 
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